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Jane H"anley's passion for wood inspired the rransformation 
. 

of her listed cottage in Hampshire into a horne full of hghcand space 
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W hen the Harrlev moved to a 
ma ll loth-cent ur y thatched 

co ttage in Hampshi re, a 
sitting tenant g r -eted them , T he listed 
b: rn next to the co ttage wa occup ied by 
an -lderly lady w ho lived in two breeze ­
bloc k rooms tha t had been erected inside 
th e barn in the 1950s. 

Jane and Michael bought the grade-II 
listed build ing in 1979. un de rtaking nee ­

e ' ary renova tion work iuIII iediatcly w hile 
ren ting nearby."T he gardens had becom e 
totall y overgrown and we were able to 
pick appl s through the bedroom w in low 
when we fir t moved in ,"Jane recalls. 

" \Ve were never able to see the co n­
stru ct ion of the bar n ill the early years: ' 
she explains, So. when the y eventually 
gained vacant possession in )9<)4 , the)' 
\\... re surpr i ed by the amount of pace 
available , " It was only when we had re­
mo ved 30 skips of blockwork that we 
ould appreciate the struc ture in It S 

entirety: it wa immcn ely exciting." 

Afte r livin g ill somewhat cramped. if 
cosy, conditions in the cottage, they were 
in de perate need of ligh t and space. Al­
though ja ne had been ollating ideas, 
swatches and magazine clippings for some 
time, it W:J S difficult to decide how to ap­
proach su h an enormous project . III pira­
tion , however, came th rough a chance 
meeting wi th archi tect R od eric k Ju nes 
and an invitation to his Devo n home. 
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the Cen tre for Alt ernative Te ch nology in 

"W:,lcs, R oderick had tra nsformed a 1950s 

bungalow by cladd ing it wi th weather­

board ing, bu ildin g a walkw ay aro und and 

ad d ing a co nservato ry, Jane and Mi ch ael 

loved th e beau ty and sim plicity, return ing 

to H ampshire fired w ith enth usiasm to 

emulate th is sty le. 

Roderick suggested link ing th e rea r of 

the cottage an d barn w ith a two-storey 

ex tensio n housing the dinin g room and 

master bed ro o m above . A co ntem porary 
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co nse rvato ry was plan ne d , to be design ed 

and bui lt by Carpen te r Oak &:Woodland. 

Roderick's com pa ny, w hich spec ialises ill 

building w ith g reen oak . usin g ca tpc n try 

ski lls passed down by th e great bam­

bui lders o f the M iddle Ages."Green oak is 

rela tively cheap and easy to use as it is still 

wet and lll alieable: 'Jane ex plains . 

Wo od has be come part o f Jane's lite , in 

more way s than o ne. She now ru ns a mail­
o rde r business . T he Nether Wallop Tr.ld­

ing Com pa ny, fro m ho m e, selling pract ical 

kit ch e n and garde n items designe d by her 

and han dc raft ed Irom Brit ish hardwoods. 

The Ha rt leys lived in the cottage dur ing 

the build ing work. They exper ienced we 

teet from sp r ing floods wh en th e earth 

floors were du g do w n to accom modate 

undcrlloor heating , an d took to wearing 

Wellingto ns at breakfast, Living on site had 

its compensat io ns, w ith Jane able to supe r­

v ise, make deals and un dertake lIIany task­

herself including m aki ng wooden window 

shutters o u t of woven sheep hurdles for 

thei r bedroom and painting many of the 

wa lls w ith soil: distemper. 

It lo ok almost a year to co m plete the 

work: th e tin roof W :1S removed trom till' 
l Srh-centu ry chal k ba m . which is now 

covered w ith a mellow m ixture of red and 

brown handmade clay tiles. Struc tural 

repairs to the exis ting bui ldings were 

carr ied o u t prior 10 erecting th e new oak 

addi tions. Light now strea ms into the rear 

o f th e ho use th rough the glass panels. 
Heati ng co nceale d und ern eath Spanish 

floo r riles adds 10 clll::r!,'Y efficiency,a pr ior­

ity in suc h large spaces .The overall dli..' ct, ,I 

harmonio us meet ing of M edite r ranean 

and medieval, is awe- inspiring . ~ 
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