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hal co uy whic h is ih« norm in 
co un uir s snrh as Scand inavia 
and G n""", ," Tony ex p la ins, 
" W c ha ve a lway s ( 'I~joyed living 
hall' in and haltout 0 1'111<' hou se. 
a nd therefore a dec k was some­
Ih ing w ( ' li,lt w e couldn' t d o 
w ithout." 

The fa m ily was n ot p re pa red 
to compromise by p nrc has illg a ll 
old ho use w ith small windows, as 
pinal' o rl igh t a nd spact: had Iw­
('o nl<' viral rri tcri « alu-r the ir 
tim" a b ro. «l . \ \ 'hc lI the g rca l 
sto rm 01' 19B7 ilu' lT aSt,d th e 
ava ila bil ity a nd i hrr"'(IIT re­
d uced Ihe pri c" of oa k, Ihe y de­
c ide d 10 in ves t in a q u.uuiry o r 
wo od luIorc Ih"y had lo u nd a 
sitr- o r knew wh.u t1w y woul d 
b u ild , 

" T Ill' id"a or " n":tling a haru­
siyk- honu- was lln,' w hic h \\'(' 
had d iscussed I)('fill'l·... D ia na re­
calls , "s o we sion -d Ih,' oak OI L a 
sa w mill in Ci rc nccstc r and v isit­
('(I il every year w he n w, ' bough t 

The turf roof of the barn 
blends seamlessly into the 

surrounding banks, 

world as Ihey travelled. The ir 
a im wa s 10 h ri llg to ge th e r th e 
lu -st pa rt s o lt hcir p re vio us hous­
es into o ne ho m e , whc r« lhcy 
co uld finall y p ut d ow n m OIS. 

" \ \' hc n we re tu rned to this 
(,(JllIllry \\T lil 'cd in a mode rn 
hou se in ( ; Illlleesl('\"sh in:, 10 

wh ich \\ '(' ad rled a g rcc n oak 

Building w hat is probably t he first new full cruck dwelling for th ree hundred years 

in the form of an oak barn. par tially ro ofi ng it w ith t urf and 
joining it to another barn structure 

- all over-loo king a beautiful Devon river 
- must be the ultimate 'bungalow eating' experience, 

P I C T U R ES BY N IcK M EERS, W O RD S BY D EB BI E J EFFERY, 

I
n the August issu e o f 11-1 we 
look ed a t III<' co ncept o f 
b u ild ing trad itio na l, g rec n 
oa k ha rn x a s a ll obvious a lter­

na tive to n' nOl,at ing eXlst lllg 
limn Im ild ings, a nd d isruss.-rl ih« 
g ro w ing m -ud of ' b u nga lo w ca t­
ing ' . T h is involves I' llI"cha sin g a 
silc on wh ich a ll o lu -n IIg ly buil d­
ing a lre ady sta nds ill ordr -r 10 

Ill' lp ga in planni ng permission 
for a new ho us« to rcplac« it. 

The Bu rli ngh am Iamily loo k 
lip the c ha lle nge a nd bu ilt a 
hom e wh ich is bot h insp ir.u io nn l 
a nd p ra ctica l. 111 D iauu Bllrlillg­
ha m's wo rd s, " it ful fils th« Ih rec 
R 's: ru ggcd , rigo ro us a nd rural , 
and ha s g('Il<'rated a 101o f o f pos­
itivc int erest - rvcu IhJIlI that 
most Iiun o us ca rb uuc lc-huu-r o f 
t he m all , Prin ce Ch a rk:s." 

T he fiun ily had p rev iou sly 
lived ahroad a g rca l deal a nd c n­
j OY('d a va riety o f dill (']'('n l 
lifest yles a nd living' spa ces , co l­
leer in g id eas li'olll around th e 
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The roofscape is regarded as 
particu larly important and 
presents a dramatic broken 
roofline, punctuated by three 
glazed lanterns, chimneys, 
dormers and varying ridge 
heights, enabling the house to 
fit less obtrusively into its rural 
sett ing. 



In progress: the massive , 
skeletal oak frame , Following 
the storms or 1987, th e 
Burlinghams bought a 
quantity of oak at a reduced 
price, They stored it at a 
sawmill and visited it once a 
year when buy ing the family 
Christmas t ree, 

our Christmas tree." TI u- scrap­
1I<I<,k s11(" h", put loge lher mark­
II... , Iag"s " r Ill(" pn~jee t 

gins with a lurid phillol-:raph o r 
lhe \\ "od ilself. 1'()\'I',-..d in li lllgi, 

In.J u ly 19119, l{"d,'rick.J;u nes 
"I' <': a l"l)('ul cT O ak & " 

C" , din-cu-d them 
: IITI' sill' wh ich, 
sonwwhal ,'xpo,, 'd, 
sohlldy ou tslalld iug 
ii, vir-w» a w l pri" ;l("y, Tlu: , ile 
alre ady 1)( ""'S"'d ;1 siu illl-: lell
ani in IIu- Iorru or a n ;"lwsI"s 
hu ngal " w which had 
''!'' '('Icd circa
 
plans had been :\t'('('p /,'d
 
Ililuga !ows :lIld the
 

hums now acknowlt'l.\ge 
tltcy miglt Lwdl ha \'(' 1"'\'nlillTl'd 
Lo bu ild "I'" or IIu-m. 
some o r their more- outrag('on s 
design s on Ihe hae k-IJIlI'J I("I' an d 
"plnl Ior wha : 11 ...1' li,lt L
romprou risc. 

II was at th is p nin t 
(I<-e idn llo tak r III(" ph lllg,', T hl'Y 
n -aliscd iluu hy hni ldiu g au oak 

ha m 
they would 1)(' 1II111,'!'­
laking a n 

dillk -ult projn 'l 
"nl' whic- h mig hL 'Tl'al" 

a nu ml n-r or prohk -m», 
T hey also kurw rhnt Ihi, 
would prohahly 1)(' 

lil'sl Sill'l l buik liru; 10 1)(' 
"lT eled in ihi»e"l nllr)' 1;,1' 
ap pJ'()xinla ld y tlm -r- 111111 ­
dn'd ~'(' a I'S , 

I I is a deci sio ll Ihal 
siue(' l'an ...d 111I1I ·1t pr ai" " I'rill['l ' 
CIt ;u'h-, ltappt'lll'd 
p iclures " r Ill<' ItOII '" 
appJ'()\'(·d. Tlte huild ing It" s a 
classica l !i-c\ y" Lis 1ll'I' am i 
cxci/in g and 11ll' I' riuee 
i:"l Ilot orio usly ; l\ rr~t' (0 

III<' COI1\'(Tsion of old 
1); II'n > Iwca u,, ' dl("ir 
I)('rsollalily is "fi<-n 
losl ill the pro," 'ss, 

II)' p r"l'osinl-: 10 

" Xl';I\'a ll' III a dl'jll h 
or l\t'a r!} Ii, '" nWln's 
to malell t ill' I'idgl' 
Ite ic'lll or lite OJ'jginal 
hnugalow II...) Itop "d 
thai nO-<>I 1< ' would nol in' 
Ih.. ill' TI'a,,'c\ , izI' III'tIll' prop­
" l'ly: :'I.~ () () "I"an ' liTI 
posnl ill till' 1I 1<"l<-sl 700 squ an ' 
ItT I " fi lSpn ·d,'('('ssol'. 

E\'c'lllually, a n l'r IIl1 l<' h 
gl i ll ~ , plall tlil1 ~ ]>l'l'lni ssio Il 

gra ll!< 'd a lld work 
Bllr lill".;h:II I1 'S ..hild r('11 
wOlldn fi il day ' ITI'('killg 
hUllgalo \\ 1)(" 1( .1'(" a d ig~(' r 

a lollg alld lIaLI"llI'd it. '1'111' sil" i, 

III a Lyp ical. 
Jili''I' lIth n 'llIu ry 1':lIglish 
hall hOllS", 

'1'0 bll ild Slll'h a slnll' ­
linT li'Oll1 sn:ud l I'rll\ "d 
10 III' a eha ll<'lIgillg I;IS k li.r 
( :al'JlI'III IT (la k & " 'oo,lIalld , 
111 IIII' finll 's ~ a r d , IlI'ar Cltip­
pl' llha lll , lilt' Illassil'I' ,illll"T S IiII' >-

IlO ,," a gra v l' to a ll asht '\ ln..: nu U)­

sll'llsil)' wh]..h was well a nd irulv 
' ("a le ' ll ', 

T Ill' d iggillg d own allo wed IIII' 
bui ld inj; III 1,,'('0111<' IWO slo n 'ys 

a hunualovv Oil Slicks :lIlll 
Ihis lIIad l' lilt' 1;lIl1ily ,I<'(' idl' 10 

pO, ili"lI lill' DOllglas fir ha m 
o\" TI'" lkillg tlu- rivr-r to mak.. the 
IlIlIsl IIrtlll' vie ws. 

T Ill' l u-avy li'allll' was d(' ­
"iglll'<I both 10 "Oillrasl with alld 
"'1I11 pll'lIll '1I1 rh.. oa k: it is a Ilion ' 
iuformul sln l<' llIl'\' cn 'alnl III 
Ilous<' Illl' huildin a' s I)('drllolll s,. 
lxuhrooru xand , t' "'ag" ar ea s, 

Th« kilclll 'll is :.Iso built lrom 
Dou glas IiI' .uid jo ills tlll' I \I' ll 

bam' at r ight all ,g"" . I I ha s dra­
m .ui r, slopill .tt ~I ass wiruluw« 
g!:lI.l'd with low ('Illissi, 'ily K 
glass, lilt' \)('11 " 1' to tak,' arlv.m­
la ~l' of th l' stuun i ru; \'i "da ac ross 
rlic rivvr. 

"" ',. knr-w th:u \\T cllll ld ll' l 
opl lortw« oak barus !)('cauSi' or 
ih« "Xpl'IISt' ," () ia lla ,'xpla ills, 
"but rlu- li'd illg of (';w lt hlliidi lll-: 
is so d illc rru t: lh l' oak is rough , 
UIIS)'II111 I('l riral and hom-v­
cololl rn) (tlw sha p" ofi h.. wind ­
h l'it CT:-i is a I U ItI H HII'O U S to uc h). 
wl nr..as 11ll' DOllglas IiI' bam is 
all si raight lines strictly luur­
tioun ) a lld urilitnri au ." 

Bill it i, srill ti ll' ,!.( II'a l o. ik Iiarn 
which a u raci­ th.. mll,L a lll'lI­
tio n : tl ll' cTlKk, ill the li'a ille ri-« : 
1'1'\1I11 11001' 1\'\'1'1 lip 1\\ '1' 111 1' 1(" '1 to 
Iium 1111' ;\I)('X or a fili)' li " '1 
IOllg rOllt: :\ hllg" lir..pla ...· 
pn 'sidillg , 1\', ' 1' lIlI""1ll1 01'1111' 

ha rn ill n,(, ~ l s l' S il S 

likell"" 

.nu l he­

'" " d la lld 
to a twu 

a hltougll 
i, al» 

ill hOlh 

­

lwen 
I!J.lO, Tw" sclS " I' 

lill' 
Hurling-

rh.u 

Tltey pUl 

o 1)(' a 

that II)('y 

with tull rruck-, 

('Xln 'mely 
and 

IIIl' 

Itas 

10 " ... SOI Ul' 
:1I1l1great ly 

as op­

hag ­
was 

I)('gall , 'I' ll<' 
, /W IlI a 

lil<' 
ca ll Ie 
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ABOVE:The three lantem lights 
in the roof were a last minute 
addition designed to allow in 
natural light from all angles. 

LEFT:The matching pairs of 
curved main timbers joined 
to an A frame creates the 
impression of a vast upturned 
boat. Diana spent hours painting 
the floor with thirteen coats of oil 
varnish, and a sprinkling of gold 
powder to reflect the light. 

f-ARlEf I.DnAIi 5:Th e oak 
utilised in the main bam was 
obtained after the gr eat storm. 
Carpenter Oak uses traditional 
Mediaeval jointing techniques 
with oak pegs and combines 
these with high levels of 
insulation, sealed double 
glazed units and high 
performance fittings. 
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BELOW: The kitchen 
is the main living area 
of the house - its table 
came from New Zealand, 
made from an 850 year old 
tree cut for masts. Th e floor to 
ce iling windows make th e kitchen 
feel like an outdoor room or cons ervatory. 

BOTTOM:The Douglas fir barn contains the bedrooms and ba thro om 
with a staircase leading down to a further bathroo m and storage are as. 

th e c ruc ks were saw n a nd I he 
fra me was des igned and pre­
pare d. T he m an in charge o f tile 
p roject . C ha rles Brcnuui ll, had 
on ly previously c ut a nd insta lled 
a sing l,' rruck, and had no-on e to 
as k lo r hrl p with tlu - se lt ing ou t. 

T he ca rp t-n tcr m ust se lec t all 
oak wi th a curve in its tru nk th a t 
matches the roof p itch and then 
sa w that curve . Accu ra cy is o r 
p aramo unt im portan o-: it co u ld 
ta ke m on ths to replace a piecc o r 
timber. It is not sup risi ug, there­
fore . tha t the usc o l' ful! crurks in 
do mestic dwcllings was dis co n­
tinue d in a bo ut l i DO. 

" By putt ing in Ih" rull crurks 
we limit ed the use o r th e oak 
ba rn because it's im possible to 
have a lull sec ond 110 01' - the 
cru cks in tru de in to the span ' too 
much ," expla ins T ony. 

Ba lcon ies at each end of the 
oak bar n create slee p ing a nd 
n :ad ing pla tforms, and these a lso 
Icau m- in the bed roo ms which 
a rc cah ill-like and "osy. The 
fam ily is very happy w ith this 
arra ngem ent a nd pre fers the 
la rge li\'in g a reas; th e oak barn 
a lone is -tilhy IB feet . 

This cru ck framed sec tion ha s 
ln-cn set in to the hi ll. It is p art ia l­
ly eart h shel te red and ro ofed 
over wi th live laye rs of turf, " \ \'e 
enjoyed livin g under a turl ' 1'0 0 1' 

ill uort hcrn C a nada it is like 
he ing un d ergrou nd and has 
good thc rmal propcrt ics,' Diana 

.. 

n ot es, Th is so u the rly sunken 

o r th e hou se blends sca mk­
with I he adjo inin g hedgcJ'(J\' 
tha t the bu ildi ng appears 10 g 
o ut from am ong thc snrrounr 
ba nks, 

T he rest o r the sl'Tply pilei 
rool' fi-a ru rcs red ridge til,'s an 
clad in th ick, seco nd-h and 
la bo lc sla tes la id in d iminish 
courses and fixed wi:h cop 
nai ls. Th e g ro und fluor walls 
co nstrucied in I wu skins: 
in ner of brcr .•' blu cks and 
outer co ns isting of stone , 
from th e cxcavation with rubli 
j oin ts a bo ve ground level. Th 
a rc p lans afoo t lo r 1111' gap 
twe en the two walls: the I' 

r ond itions ma ke it a n icleallo 
iion lo r a w ine cella r. 

T he Iarn ilv ha w in\'ol'l: 
the ms elves to ta lly iro m the 
ginn ing of the projcct. ;\ 1 

with thei r strong r<:"l ing of sa 
fac tion, lhey a rc ju sriliablv pre 
o ft he ir a r h icvc nu-m . T ony co 
pk-u-d much or the carpen 
h imself a nd bu ilt the ba lconj 
ladde rs a m i sta irs as \"d l as 
sta lling the: glazing , D iana in: 
lau-d the rool, han d so rted , gr ~ 

cd and nu m bere d l\'TlllY I · 
to ns o r 1'0 0 1' slates a nd un dcrto 
a number of the o the r smallj 
tha t often get ove rloo ked 011 

proj-rt o f this size. 
T he 11lI ild illg work was dq l<. 

de nt on fun ds fro m the sail' 
two hou ses a nd thi s meant II 
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F A C T FILE 
Name' Tony & Diana Burlingham 

Professors; Anaesthetist 

Designer: Architect & selves 

Constructon: Clad oak & Douglas fir 
frames 

House type: Four bedroom detached 

Srze: 3,550 ft ' 

Burld route: Builders contracted by 
architect 

Burld urne, Two years 

Build cost £260,000
 

Costperft £135
 

Land cost £220,000
 

build cost: £480,000 

lu £750,000 

ABOVE:A reclaimed bath 
and home-made towel rail 
make interesting features in 
the downstairs bathroom, 

LEFT: The master bedroom 
benefits from a hand 
decorated working 
fireplace covered with 
a chainmail firescreen 
as Seen in Canada. 

The sloping kitchen roof has 
created an unusually shaped 

small window above the sink 
into which shelves have 
been fitted in order 
to display glasses 

and bottles. 
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Ground Floor 
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T he bedrooms are cosy an d cabin-like, with sleep ing platro nns above an d 
doors lead ing out onto the deck. 

low 10 m ak e way (01' a new oa k 
barn co nstr uction . J ohn a nd 
C h ris Alton and th eir two SOI lS 

a n: in the p ro cess of bu ild ing 
th eir own bnruhousc. In sp ired 
by a picture in a magazine, they 
d emolish ed their di lapida ted 
1920 s bunga low and un dertook 
th eir lirst self-build p roj ect : a 
m odestly sized , four bedroom 
ho use which is ncaring co mple ­
t ion a m i whi ch, wh en Iinislu«}, 
will also hc a hug-e improve-men t 
on th e bu ild ing it replaces. • 

USEFUL
 
CONTACTS
 

Turf Roof
 
Peter Moycs. NordiC Dcs/gn
 

062655817
 

Tiled Roof
 
BrophyRoofing 0803 292988
 

Underfloor Heating
 
Wirsbo (UK) 0293 548512
 

Oak frame 
Carpenter Oak & W oodland 

0225743089 

the p roject co uld not be fin ished 
un ti l th e second house had been 
so ld . Alicr liv ing in a small cnra ­
van on sile I he famil y cvcuta lly 
moved into tlu: Douglas fir barn 
an d It:H th« oa k lram e cove red 
a nd unf ini shed until th ey cou ld 
afford to com plete it. D iana still 
d reams of th e so u nd of pla stic 
shee ting blowi ng in th e wind. 

The hu ilding rellc'ct s the 
Burlingh ams' ini tia l require­
mcrus 101' th e ex te ns ive usc of 
wo od, high level s o f energy cfli­

c icnc y, ins ula tio n a nd , a bove all , 
fu n . The m ain ham is ava ilabl e 
Ii)r a va rie ty of Iunrtions and ha s 
be e n cla d in t rih a l rugs and arti­
facts for an exh ibit ion and has 
hou sed numerous people fill' 
cla ho ra re meals. "T ry ing to use 
the barn to its full potenti al has 
become a lu ll time occu pat ion ," 
D ian a j okes. 

The bun galow ea ting trend is 
gai n ing momen tum. Just down 
th e ro ad in D arl ingt on, a no the r 
fam ily has demolished a bunga ­


