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OPPOSITE PAGE Castaway ‘pods’ (far left) which were home

to 36 people who took part in the BBC series of the same name,
Carpenter Oak & Woodland were contracted to design and
fabricate these contemporary timber-framed homes. Qak frames
have been used to dramatic effect in these two pool rooms
(centre and right).

RIGHT The decaying hall of historic Finzean House needed,
amongst other things, a new roof. Hammer beam trusses span
large spaces very effectively because of their ability to transfer the
forces of the frame and roof back to the main posts or masonry

walls. The unusual shape of the wind braces adds an interesting

twist to the overall visual impact of the timber-frame design.

TOP AND BELOW The frame for this sitting room is an aisled king
post truss allowing a wide span to be accommodated but also
bringing the frame into the living space.
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ABOVE AND BELOW This contemporary timber-framed, timber clad house sits high in the
Berkshire countryside with outstanding views. The stunning green oak framed house featured

LEFT Tim's

a thatched
cottage in
Wiltshire,
though Tim
has added
some new

including a

different materials. | lived there from the age of six until | was sixteen and
it was an extremely happy, comfortable home. Looking back | realise how
carefully and skilfully crafted it was as opposed to some modern houses.

SO WHAT'S YOUR CURRENT HOME LIKE?

I'm currently living in a 17th century thatched cottage in a Wiltshire
Conservation Area. It's a beautiful cottage but very small, so when | married
it became a little snug. We now have three children - our two-year-old son
and twin baby girls - and it's become a glorified storage facility for

all their things. I've managed to incorporate some new oak framing,
including my garden office, a bike shed and even a tree-house for the
children. I'm currently talking to the planners about building an extension,
but ultimately we would love to build our own oak-framed house. Finding a
plot has proved difficult, though. My dream home would be inspired by the
Arts and Crafts movement, although not necessarily a Lutyens’ pastiche.
A light, airy home with plenty of glazing and enough space for our growing
children would be ideal.
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own home is

oak framing,

garden office.

extensively on Channel 4's Grand Designs programme. Often referred to as the Cruciform
House by Kevin McCloud, the presenter, the floor plan is set out in the form of a cross.

WHAT DO YOU ENJOY MOST ABOUT YOUR JOB?

One of the most fantastic parts of this job is that when we work on a project

we follow it all the way through from beginning to end. Getting to know the
clients and what they are looking for is all part of the fun, and we can see a
building progress from the germ of an idea to completion. It's important to us
that we build homes rather than just houses, and we really get a great deal

of pleasure from every project. We use steel or engineered products where
appropriate and constantly push the boundaries of what can be achieved.

An example of that would be the gridshell roof at Chiddingstone Castle. The
trustees had an ambition to bring the orangery, a simple mock gothic ‘ruin’,
back into service. With an existing grade | listed structure of questionable
structural integrity, it was necessary to find a solution that limited the loads
transferred to it, and as far as we are aware, this is the first gridshell to achieve
the challenging feat of supporting a frameless glass roof.

SUM UP YOUR COMPANY'S PHILOSOPHY

To deliver the finest frames through brilliant design and superb craftsmanship.
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WHAT RECENT TRENDS HAVE YOU NOTICED?

Ecological issues have been hot for a while now and will quite rightly continue
to be so. In terms of architectural trends | think more and more people are
|ooking for something individual and distinctive. It's not commonly known, but
timber can be made to cross extremely wide spans of over 30 metres, which
creates light and airy spaces rather than traditional, cellular structures. We
work with various architects and the challenge is to deliver practical solutions
to their initial designs.

DO YOU HAVE ANY TIPS FOR SELFBUILDERS?

Ensure that the design is right from the outset - trying to change a design or
to make it up as you go along can be incredibly expensive and never delivers
exactly what you want. For oak framing it's best to use an architect who has
experience of this type of building and understands the structure. If you're
unsure then invite an oak frame specialist to recommend a good architect.
They should ask you a huge number of questions to ascertain exactly the right
design for your needs.
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ABOVE AND BELOW With its
barrel vaulted roof this timber-
framed house has a strong
contemporary feel, enhanced by
the use of mainly straight timbers.
LEFT AND RIGHT This
contemporary house combines
an oak frame with stainless steel

bracing, glass and big open rooms.
The warmth the frame brings to
the building stops it from looking
clinical and utilitarian.

WHAT'S THE BEST THING ABOUT LIVING
IN AN OAK FRAMED HOME?

Whether you're talking about grand, imposing, cathedral-like structures built

in timber or a cosy little cottage, somehow oak-framed buildings feel very
alive. And the tactile nature of the wood means that anybody visiting your
home is guaranteed to stroke one of the posts within the first five minutes!

CONTACT

Carpenter Oak and Woodland Ltd
www.carpenteroakandwoodland.com

01225 743089 (England) 01575 560393 (Scotland)
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