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important to show that there really are
no restrictions when it comes to shape.
The idea was to keep the craft alive by
bringing it right up to date.”

Dinah and Martin contacted their
architect friend David Kirkland, who
specialises in designing
buildings and has been involved with
such diverse and curvaceous schemes as
the International Terminal at Waterloo
and The Eden Project in Cornwall.
Dinah was very keen that the new house

sustainable

should be based around a curve, and
David came up with a radical and
organic design for a four bedroom
property which forms a
crescent, 20 metres long by 11 metres
wide, opening out to the rear with
masses of glazing to embrace the views.

sweeping

The front of the house, however,
presents a far more fortress-like facade,
with the roof pulled down like a giant tea cosy of tiles
over the lower walls and stopping just above the small
windows. Only the very tip of the chimney is visible,
and the entrance doorway stands modest and restrained,
peeping out from between the brickwork.

In plan form, the ground floor of the couple’s new
home resembles the kind of cross-section diagrams
more often found in biology text books. The central
fireplace and curving walls appear more like the
chambers of a heart than chambers within a building,
and this unconventional layout ensures free-flowing
movement between all of the main living areas.

The spacious sitting/dining room is housed in a single
storey drum-like structure located to the west of the
plan, and is partially divided by a slim wall, which
projects forward from the contemporary fireplace to
create distinct seating and dining areas. “In
terms of accommodation the house works
extremely well,” says Dinah. It’s based on the

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE:

Engineered oak flooring has
been laid over underfloor
heating, which is powered by
a ground-source heat pump;
Dividing the living and dining
rooms with a partial screen
wall, incorporating a stunning
woodburning stove, ensures
that this space is perfect for
entertaining; Red high-gloss
kitchen units are teamed with
grey granite worktops and are
fitted to the curves of the
room; Exposed brickwork in
the hallway curves to create a
spine for the house and also
bulges outwards to form a
fireplace in the entrance; The
unusually curved chimney rises
up through the house
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thinking of doing and no one had any
objections,” recalls Martin. “The planners
also proved extremely supportive of the
house. We were proposing to demolish
the existing cottage, so it’s technically a
replacement dwelling, and planning
permission was approved in just eight
weeks. After that, the only problem was
actually building it!”

The couple remained living in their
previous house while their new home
was being constructed just a short
distance away. They appointed a project
manager to oversee the complex build,
but also took an active role in employing
subcontractors and sourcing materials
themselves — and they admit to being
exacting about every last detail.

“We had a lot of control over every
aspect of the build, and we took our
time,” says Dinah. “It took two and a half
years to complete, but in the end it was well worth it
because we haven’t compromised, and the end result is
exactly what we'd both hoped for”

Mini piles were required for the foundations, and the
curvaceous new property is based around a skeletal
timber structure which is a unique hybrid. It’s built
using a combination of both green and dry English oak
and larch. The complex geometric frame was produced
with the aid of a 3D model, and initially resembled the
form of an upturned boat when it was pieced together
on site. Exposed curved beams emphasise the unusual
shapes of the kitchen, study, landing and upper rooms,
which are further highlighted with a selection of vibrant
paint colours.

“If youre building curves then everything is a
problem, and we have curved oak doors and skirtings

absolutely everywhere in the house,” says
Martin. “Bveryone working on the site found it

very challenging, and the frame was

tradition of having a fire as the home’s focus,

NAMES: Martin and Dinah Warner

particularly intricate. We certainly had a few

and there’s a view from virtually every room.”
A curving hallway of exposed brick walls and

PROFESSIONS: MD of Michelmersh Brick
Holdings and voluntary worker

sleepless nights, but at least when it came to
the brickwork we felt far more comfortable

Cotswold stone flooring winds its way like a

AREA: Hertfordshire

because we were on familiar territory.”

spine through the centre of the house, linking

HOUSE TYPE: Four bedroom detached

The colouring of the handmade bricks and

the kitchen/breakfast room at one end of the

HOUSE SIZE: 450m?2

tiles reflects the tones of the local clay, and

building with a ground floor bedroom, en suite

BUILD ROUTE: Self-managed subcontractors

Martin’s company also provided a huge

bathroom and study that stand to the other

FINANCE: Private

number of special bricks both inside and out

side of the entrance. Upstairs, the master

CONSTRUCTION: Timber frame, brick and tile

— especially for the magnificent chimney,

bedroom and en suite, two further bedrooms

BUILD TIME: Nov ‘03 — May ‘06

which is a dominant feature.

and a bathroom are positioned in crescent

LAND COST: Unavailable

“The chimney itself is constructed from 12

formation, opening out onto an elliptical roof
terrace and the planted sedum roof of the

BUILD COST: £1 million

types of specially shaped handmade bricks,
individually moulded to form a tapering,

living area below.

TOTAL COST: Unavailable

curved profile,” Martin explains. “This passes

“We already knew all of our neighbours, so

VALUE ON COMPLETION: £2 million

up 86 courses and cantilevers from the first

we chatted to them about what we were
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COST/m?: £2,222

floor level

reaching a maximum height of
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A Plan Based on Curves

The two storey part of the house forms a sweeping crescent which contains the kitchen,
utility, hallway, a bedroom, en suite bathroom and study with three bedrooms and two
bathrooms upstairs. The dining and living rooms form a single storey element to the rear
of the house, with a sedum roof and elliptical roof terrace.

First Floor
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nine metres at its apex. We have an open fire in the  Asove: Sanitaryware has been
living/dining room and another, back-to-back with this, ~ kept simple in design
alongside the stunning walk-in
shower space, against a

In addition to these two woodburning fires, placed at ~ backdrop of feature wall tiling
the heart of the ground floor, underfloor heating has ~ RiGHT: The exposed curving

. I A timbers of the frame create a

been laid throughout the property and is powered by an || .+ e feel in the updar
environmentally friendly ground-source heat-exchange  rooms and on the landing

systern. Energy efficiency was a prime concern for both

in the entrance hallway which shares the same chimney.”

“We had control over every aspect
of the build and we took our time”

Dinah and Martin, and as a result the building is
massively insulated, with high-performance glazing
fitted in solid timber frames. The majority of glass is
located to the rear of the property to maximise passive
solar gain, with very few windows to the east — which
minimises heat loss and guarantees complete privacy.

In fact, the new house is perfectly designed to fully
enjoy the seasons throughout the year. Glazed elements b
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in the kitchen and study create conservatory-style areas  Asove anp RiGHT: Martin and
which are ideal for enjoying the views across the valley, ~ Dinah's house is a low-energy

; : p A : building constructed from
During the chilly winter months, cosy fires, bright .y 2 materials using local

colours and exposed brick walls ensure that the house’s  skills and crafts, whilst at the
interior feels pleasant and inviting. Indeed, it’s the only ~ same time embracing a

z E : 5 p < ‘ strikingly contemporary feel.
time that Dinah and Martin turn their back on the | .o ¢ glazing (RiGHT) on the

views in order to gather around the central fireplace.  interior of the curve ensures
that the rolling landscape can
be viewed from almost every
room in the house; the sedum

“I really wanted to see what could roof on the single storey
be done and push the boundaries” FatompeTioy HL WA

discharges rainwater into an
artificial wetland

“The hearth has always been the heart of a home and it

just goes to prove that, despite all the technology at our

fingertips, some things will never change,” says Martin,

who ultimately hopes to furnish the house with Arts &

Crafts-style pieces. “During this project, not only have

we shown that traditional materials can be used to  USEFUL CONTACTS: Architect Kirkland Fraser Moor: 01442 851933 Bricks, tiles and paving
create a contemporary, low-energy home, but the Michelmersh Brick Group: 01794 368506 Timber frame design and fabrication Carpenter
building will improve with age as these materials will Oak and Woodland: 01225 743089 Piled foundations Abbey Pynford Ple: 01923 211160
Structural engineers David Dexter Associates: 020 7247 7172 Environmental engineers Ove
Arup and Partners: 0121 454 6261 Services engineers Reading Environmental Partnership:
0118 934 9191 Windows Rationel Windows (UK) Ltd: 01869 248181 Sanitaryware Kohler: 0870
landscape will have matured. Hopefully, it will prove to 850 5561 Kitchen and utility room Fine fitted interiors: 01582 794444 Ground-source heating
be a truly timeless design.” & Earth Energy: 01326 211070

weather beautifully over time. Years from now, the
bricks and tiles will have mellowed and the surrounding
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